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JUDGE BRADDOCK:   1 

The next matter on the Court's docket today, 2 

October 14, 2021, is a claim of Brandon Slayter, the 3 

grandson of Mr. John Kerry, has brought a death 4 

benefit claim against the Winn Parish Sheriff's 5 

Office.  Of course, the docket number is 21-04185.  6 

And scheduled for today is a hearing on the exception 7 

of no cause of action filed on behalf of the Sheriff's 8 

Office or perhaps the City of Winnfield.   9 

And I'll ask everyone, beginning with you, 10 

sir, to identify yourselves for the record.  11 

MR. SLAYTER: 12 

My name's Brandon Slayter.  I'm the grandson 13 

of John Kerry. 14 

JUDGE BRADDOCK:   15 

Good morning, sir. 16 

MR. FROSCH: 17 

Craig Frosch, Your Honor, representing the 18 

Winn Parish Sheriff's Office. 19 

JUDGE BRADDOCK:   20 

All right, Mr. Frosch.  Let's hear the 21 

exception. 22 

MR. FROSCH: 23 

Yes, sir.  24 

What we have is an exception of no cause and 25 

no right of action under Article 927.  The workers' 26 

compensation statutory regime provides that sheriff's 27 

deputies are excluded from coverage and excluded from 28 

the regime.  The sheriff has the option to opt into 29 

workers' compensation.  But in the affidavit that we 30 

submitted with our memorandum, the Sheriff states that 31 

he has not opted into workers' compensation and that 32 
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Mr. Kerry was a deputy sheriff. 1 

Based on the authorities -- we cited several 2 

cases to Your Honor -- it's clear that in this case 3 

Mr. Kerry has no right of action in workers' 4 

compensation, and we'd ask that the claim be 5 

dismissed. 6 

JUDGE BRADDOCK:   7 

Mr. Slayter, do you have anything you'd like 8 

to say, sir? 9 

MR. SLAYTER: 10 

I do, Your Honor.  11 

I would like to know -- according to the 12 

affidavit, it says on no. 3 that "the documents 13 

attached hereto are true and correct copies of 14 

documents in its official file," referencing my 15 

grandfather.  Neither -- those were neither gave to us 16 

or to the Court, and there is no record that we can 17 

prove that he was a deputy sheriff, and that's what we 18 

need to prove before -- we can say that he was a 19 

deputy sheriff.  It needs to be proven that he was a 20 

deputy sheriff. 21 

I have went to the Clerk of Court's office 22 

in Winn Parish, and there is no oath of office in the 23 

files saying he was a commissioned deputy.  And under 24 

this sworn affidavit, he should have had -- the 25 

documents should be here, but they are not. 26 

JUDGE BRADDOCK:   27 

So who was John Kerry?   28 

Was he employed by the Winn Parish Sheriff's 29 

Office? 30 

MR. SLAYTER: 31 

He was employed by the Winn Parish Sheriff's 32 
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Office, but was he a deputy?   1 

No.  Not that we were aware of.  But that's 2 

their claim is that he was a deputy sheriff.   3 

And according to this affidavit signed by 4 

the Sheriff and notarized by a notary public turned in 5 

to the Court, it says "the documents attached to are 6 

true and correct copies" of his documents and his 7 

official files, but we don't have them, Your Honor.  8 

MR. FROSCH: 9 

And Your Honor, if I may, the affidavit also 10 

states that all times relevant to the claim, Mr. Kerry 11 

was employed part-time as a Winn Parish deputy sheriff 12 

assigned to the Sheriff's Office firing range.  And 13 

that's a sworn statement of the Sheriff. 14 

MR. SLAYTER: 15 

And, Your Honor, if I may, it's also a sworn 16 

statement of the Sheriff that the documents were 17 

attached too, and they were not. 18 

JUDGE BRADDOCK:   19 

I understand, Mr. Slayter, that this 20 

affidavit in itemized section no. 3, talks about the 21 

documents attached hereto -- true and correct copies 22 

of the documents in his official files.  I have no 23 

idea what that could even be referring to. 24 

MR. SLAYTER: 25 

Your Honor, the way I read it was that the 26 

documents were attached to the paperwork that was 27 

supposed to be submitted to the Court was his official 28 

files showing that he was a deputy sheriff, in fact.  29 

He was employed as a deputy sheriff and not just as an 30 

employee of the sheriff's office. 31 

JUDGE BRADDOCK:   32 
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I also have in this affidavit from Sheriff 1 

Cranford Jordan sworn to before a notary public 2 

statement no. 2 that says at all times relevant to the 3 

claim in the captioned matter, Mr. Kerry was employed 4 

part time as a Winn Parish deputy sheriff assigned to 5 

the Sheriff's Office firing range. 6 

MR. SLAYTER: 7 

Your Honor if I may elaborate to that.   8 

My grandfather never wore a uniform.  He 9 

never carried a gun.  He never had a badge.  He was -- 10 

he used his personal vehicle.  He was never assigned a 11 

sheriff's vehicle.  He transported inmates. 12 

JUDGE BRADDOCK:   13 

I don't have any evidence of that.  I just 14 

have you telling me that. 15 

MR. SLAYTER: 16 

Correct, sir. 17 

JUDGE BRADDOCK:   18 

And I don't know that that's a requirement 19 

that a sheriff's deputy be assigned a vehicle, be 20 

provided a weapon, have to wear a uniform.   21 

The law is clear.  It's a statutory law; the 22 

legislature wrote this law.  The Sheriff didn't have 23 

anything to do with it.  This Court doesn't have 24 

anything to do with it.  Personnel employed by 25 

sheriffs are not covered by Louisiana workers' 26 

compensation law.  I don't think the statute even says 27 

deputy sheriffs. 28 

It does say deputy sheriffs as appointed 29 

public officers, and they're exempted from coverage 30 

under workers' compensation law.   31 

And given the burden would be on you -- 32 
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given the affidavit from the Sheriff that Mr. John 1 

Kerry was a part-time deputy -- to present some 2 

evidence that can establish that he's not a part-time 3 

deputy.  There are also other provisions in the law 4 

that create a presumption that he would be a part-time 5 

deputy employed by the Winn Parish Sheriff's Office.  6 

And --  7 

MR. SLAYTER: 8 

Your Honor, if I may say something real 9 

quick. 10 

JUDGE BRADDOCK:   11 

Sure.   12 

MR. SLAYTER: 13 

Going back to the no. 3 where the 14 

documents -- I mean, are they -- can they prove that 15 

he is a deputy sheriff?   16 

JUDGE BRADDOCK:   17 

Now --  18 

MR. SLAYTER: 19 

I mean, it says in the affidavit that --  20 

JUDGE BRADDOCK:   21 

I'm telling you.  I've said you -- I don't 22 

know how to make this clear as I can make it. 23 

The Sheriff has told me under oath in this 24 

notarized document that John Kerry was employed as a 25 

part-time deputy sheriff and was performing as a  26 

part-time deputy sheriff at the firing range.   27 

I don't know that documents are necessary.  28 

I don't believe documents are necessary at all given 29 

that sworn testimony of the statement from the 30 

sheriff. 31 

MR. SLAYTER: 32 
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Okay, Your Honor.  I understand that. 1 

So basically, I have no say in it.  So he 2 

says this, and that's just the way it's going to be. 3 

Is that where --  4 

JUDGE BRADDOCK:   5 

You don't have --  6 

MR. SLAYTER: 7 

-- we're going with this, Your Honor? 8 

I'm just asking, Your Honor. 9 

JUDGE BRADDOCK:   10 

I've said this.  You can have a say, but you 11 

have to present evidence. 12 

MR. SLAYTER: 13 

Correct.  But when I went to get the oath of 14 

office saying he was deputy from the Clerk of Court's 15 

office, it's not there. 16 

JUDGE BRADDOCK:   17 

I don't know anything about an oath of 18 

office that the sheriff's deputies take in -- filed in 19 

a Clerk of Court's office. 20 

MR. SLAYTER: 21 

Yes, sir.  That's the law.  Revised Statute 22 

13 --  23 

JUDGE BRADDOCK:   24 

Well, then I guess you could --  25 

MR. SLAYTER: 26 

You can call them 5537 --  27 

JUDGE BRADDOCK:   28 

I guess --  29 

Mr. Slayter. 30 

MR. SLAYTER: 31 

Yes, sir.   32 



BRANDON SLAYTER – DOCKET NO.: 21-04185  10/14/2021 

 

 

9 

JUDGE BRADDOCK:   1 

You could have obtained some documentation 2 

from some personnel at the Clerk of Court's office in, 3 

what, Winn Parish that there was no such oath of 4 

office on record for Mr. John Kerry.  But you didn't 5 

do that. 6 

MR. FROSCH: 7 

Your Honor, if I may.  8 

The Jackson case, Jackson v. St. Helena 9 

Parish case.  In that case the employee was a janitor.  10 

And I think that you'll see in that case he did not 11 

wear a uniform, he did not have an automobile provided 12 

by the sheriff's office, and they found that that 13 

janitor was a deputy sheriff and was excluded from 14 

workers' compensation. 15 

And also Judge, if it will make it easier, 16 

we'll offer to strike item 3 on the affidavit because 17 

we think it is not necessary given the other parts of 18 

the affidavit. 19 

JUDGE BRADDOCK:   20 

I believe it's sufficient.  I believe the 21 

affidavit is sufficient.  Under oath by the sheriff is 22 

sufficient to establish that the deceased, Mr. John 23 

Kerry, was a deputy sheriff.   24 

And that being the case, there would be no 25 

right of action under our State workers' compensation 26 

law for any benefit that could be provided by our 27 

workers' compensation law because the law excludes 28 

deputy sheriffs. 29 

So prepare me a judgment to that effect, and 30 

I'll sign it and circulate it properly.   31 

You'll be notified of what other action you 32 
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can take when we send you that judgment, Mr. Slayter. 1 

MR. SLAYTER: 2 

Thank you, Your Honor.  3 

JUDGE BRADDOCK:   4 

Okay, sir. 5 

MR. FROSCH: 6 

Thank you, Judge. 7 

 8 

 (PROCEEDINGS CONCLUDED AT 9:25 A.M.) 9 
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